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Gracie, an American Pit Terrier, sprints down the course of the Sunriver Brewing K-9 Keg Pull on Saturday outside Sunriver Brewing.

Olander said the first event 
had only seven dogs, but this 
year  110 dogs were pre reg-
istered  and more entered the 
competition as the day went on.  
Organizers capped the entries 
at 188, the most ever entered.

It isn’t easy to get a dog to 
run down the course. Some 
just wandered away.

“There are all sorts of crazy 
ways that people get their dogs 
from the start line to the finish 
line, and no matter how much 
the owner plans how they are 
going to get their dog to the 
finish line, the dog has its own 
idea, so the dog doesn’t always 
do what the owner wants,” 
Olander said.

Some of the dogs  Saturday 
were eager to run to the finish 
line, coaxed by treats and  en-
couragement from their own-
ers. But many dogs seemed 

baffled by the spectacle, to the 
amusement of the crowd that 
packed  the track.

“It is the perfect event for 
Central Oregon because we 
are combining beer and dogs,” 
Olander said. “The commu-
nity really got on board to 
support it, because like I said, 
the two favorite things in Cen-
tral Oregon, beer and dogs, 
and it just keeps growing year 
after year.”

Over at the finish line, 
young volunteers grabbed 
kegs and heaved them out of 
the way  as dog after dog ran 
for the win.

Atticus, a 3½-year-old Bel-
gian Malinois, had just run for 
his first time and was standing 
with his owners, Elizabeth and 
Lynn Fleenor of Redmond. 
Elizabeth Fleenor said Atticus 
is used to pulling things and 
so it wasn’t surprising to see 
him smoke the competition.

“I skateboard with him 

pretty often, and he pulls me 
on this same harness,” Eliza-
beth Fleenor said, tugging at 
Atticus’ harness.

Lynn Fleenor was not ex-
pecting such a big turnout but 
was glad she made it out to the 
event for her first time.

“There were a lot more peo-
ple than I thought and I’ve 

never seen so many dogs in 
one place in my life,” Fleenor 
said. “It was like dog cuteness 
overload.”

Cassie and Justin Coats 
stood at the finish line with 
their 2-year-old son Tom and 
Pepper, their 2½-year-old 
black lab. This was Pepper’s 
first run at the keg pull but she 

was a natural.
“She is just a puller, any-

ways. She just is super strong 
and wants to run,” Cassie 
Coats said. The couple wasn’t 
totally sure how Pepper would 
do when they decided to sign 
her up.

“We figured she was just 
going to go crazy and off into 
some other direction or head 
straight for us, and she was 
ready to roll,” Justin Coats said.

Mark and Bev Slama, of 
Crooked River Ranch, entered 
their dog Blu, a 15-month-
old Australian shepherd and 
border collie mix for his first 
run in the keg pull. They said 
it took Blu  some time to get 
comfortable wearing a keg 
harness, but he eventually 
made it across the finish line.

“He runs super fast, when 
he doesn’t have a keg at-
tached,” Bev Slama said, 
laughing. She said the cou-
ple plans to enter Blu into the 

competition next year but 
with some training prior. 

Capri Stiffler of Bend was 
with her dog Minka, a 7-year-
old whippet. Minka won 
twice, once in 2015 and  last 
year. Stiffler said Minka will 
more than likely be competing 
next year, as well.

“It’s a fun event. It is fun 
to see all the dogs. You never 
know what is going to happen 
on the course,” Stiffler said.
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Patrick Burton offers instructions to Frank, an Alaskan Malamute.

“The community really 
got on board to support it, 
because like I said, the two 
favorite things in Central 
Oregon, beer and dogs, and 
it just keeps growing year 
after year.”
— Lauren Olander, event founder

What does a typical day in beautiful Central Oregon 
look like? Maybe it’s a crisp winter day and you’re 
thinking about heading to Mt. Bachelor. Or it’s 

a summer afternoon and you find yourself hungry because 
you just spent the day floating the Deschutes River, so you 
decide to take a stroll down to the nearest local brewery.  
Upon being seated you are greeted by a server who speaks 
highly of the specials on the menu, as well as the local beer 
and spirits that are being offered. Both the drink and food 
menus boast about the ingredients, coming from local, 
small family farms just minutes down the road.  Without 
even realizing it, your lips part, and you have a subtle smile, 
feeling good because you know that what you are going to 
eat is healthy, locally grown, and environmentally friendly.  
As you bask in the sun and enjoy the charismatic 
atmosphere and the fluttering woodsy smell of the sprawling 
surroundings of pine trees, you find yourself excited about 
the deliciousness you are about to enjoy and begin to engage 
in conversation about your next Central Oregon adventure. 
Life is good.
But our way of life and the perfect day are in jeopardy, and 
most don’t even realize it. The signs are all around us. The 
weapon being used is the Endangered Species Act (ESA).
Several years ago, the Oregon spotted frog was listed as a 
threatened species.  The Upper Deschutes River was listed as 
its critical habitat.  Wickiup Reservoir sits above the Upper 
Deschutes and is used to store water in the wintertime, to 
be released in the summertime.  Normally, in the summer 
months rivers tend to dry up but Wickiup helps to regulate 
and maintain the flow in the Deschutes River.  That protects 
the ecosystems within.  It also allows local farms to grow 
food.
The Center for Biological Diversity (CBD), Water Watch 
of Oregon, Earth Justice and other radical environmental 
groups have infiltrated Central Oregon with the intent to 
have control and make decisions over our most precious 
resource – water. 
Here are how these groups work. They file lawsuits against 
government organizations like Fish & Wildlife Services and 
the Bureau of Reclamation and they use the ESA as their tool.  
Overwhelming government agencies with lawsuits claiming 

a decline in certain species results in the government agencies 
not being able to keep up and do their job. In turn, radical 
environmentalists set out to get more and more species listed 
as threatened or endangered.  The aftermath forces so much 
on one species (even pitting one species against another) and 
a multitude of other things suffer. Simply put, the balance is 
thrown off.  
But that is only part of the story. When non-profit 
environmental organizations file lawsuits against the 
federal government, they may be awarded attorney fees and 
expenses paid through a taxpayer-funded program called 
Equal Access to Justice.  These groups have turned this tactic 
into a multi-million-dollar business.  
Several years ago, government agencies, conservation groups, 
the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs Reservation, 
water users and others throughout Central Oregon worked 
tirelessly because of the first lawsuit initiated by radical 
environmentalists, to create a Habitat Conservation Plan 
(HCP) to mitigate and minimize impact on the Oregon 
spotted frog. The CBD did not participate in the development 
of the HCP, leaving it free to throw grenades from the 
sidelines.  
Once you give a bully your lunch money, they always come 
back for more.  
On January 12, CBD sent a letter of intent to sue the US Fish 
and Wildlife and Bureau of Reclamation. The letter claims 
the government violated the ESA because it did not rely on 
the best science, “including its own prior findings, that the 
frog’s survival and ultimate recovery requires winter flows of 
at least 600 cfs and a summer flow cap of 1,100 cfs.”
That may, in our opinion, cause Wickiup to be drained to 
dangerously low levels from September to March.
What will suffer from this imprudent “scientific” opinion?  

Wickiup Reservoir may be near empty each spring, and lack 
of storage in the reservoir will compromise recreation on the 
Deschutes River because of a drastic decline in flows. 
Wildlife and aquatic species will suffer throughout all Central 
Oregon, and farmers will no longer be able to provide locally 
grown food. Fields that were once sequestering carbon and 
helping combat climate change are now going to be dry and 
desolate, working completely against global warming.  
Food will be sourced out and freighted in from miles away, 
not environmentally friendly, which will cause the need for 
preservatives to make the trip. Jobs will be lost, businesses 
closed, and property taxes won’t get paid.  
Schools, police, fire departments, and many other agencies 
will suffer resulting financial burdens. The cost of food 
and living will rise and correlate directly with increased 
homelessness. Radical environmental organizations are 
successfully accomplishing this all over the United States.
We need to get this right. We are blessed to be able to live, 
work and play in Central Oregon.  Why are we letting 
outside bullies come in and dictate our way of life and our 
livelihoods?  
With a common-sense approach and modern technology, 
we can conserve, utilize, and distribute our most precious 
resource – water – all while maintaining a healthy ecosystem.  
We must find a perfect balance so that our kids, grandkids, 
and everyone after us can experience a beautiful life where 
everything thrives, and everything wins; anything less than 
that is a failure.
Life depends on water, but the reservoir depends on us.  All 
of us.

— Perfect Balance USA

Perfect Balance USA is a nonprofit organization formed to educate people 
on the importance of finding a balance where everything can thrive and 
everything can win; without tipping the scale so far in one direction and 
focusing so much on one thing, that catastrophe hits in many other areas. 
The Board of Directors includes Jeremy Symons, JoHanna Symons, Trish 
Backsen, Shawn Vibbert and Jos Poland.  We are based across the entire 
Deschutes Basin in Central Oregon, and we have no political persuasion 
except finding common sense approaches to attacking challenges and 
finding balanced solutions for recreation, wildlife, threatened species 
and agriculture.

Commentary: Let’s balance our water needs among us all
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